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L E TEN S 


WHICH 
Paſled in Great Britain, &c. A 


From the Duke of DEvoxskIRE — other 
Lords to Lord Nor TH. 


& 


My Lozp, | N 
1 T is publickly reported that a Pro ect 

has been communicated to the King's 
Miniſters, for propoſing in the Parliament 
of Ireland a Tax of Regulation, which is 
particularly and excluſively to affect the 
the Property of thoſe of His Majeſty's 
Subjects who poſſeſs Lands in that King- 


dom, but whoſe ordinary * is in 
this. 


Ir is in the fans manner publiekly 
underſtood, that this extraordinary Deſign 
has been encouraged by. an Aſſurance from 


 F WE Ad- 


0 ) 

Adratoiftration, that if the Heads of a Bill 
| ig fuch a Tax; ſhould be tranſmit- 
ted from Ireland, they would be returned 
with the Sanction of His Majeſty's Privy- 


Duncll * here, under the Great Seal of 
ngland. * 


Mx Lord, we find ourſelves compre- 
| hended under the Deſctiption of thoſe who 

are to be the Object of this e 
Impoſition. 


Wx poſſeſs . Landed Pro- 
perty in both Kingdoms; our ordinary Re- 
fidence is in Eng 555 We Have not hi- 
therto conſidered och Reſidence as an Ac 
of Delinquency to be puniſhed ; or, as a 
Political Evil to be corrected, to the Penal 
Operation of a Partial \- © 
+ W E have had many of us, our Birth, 
and our. carlieſt Habits of this Kingdom ; 
ſome of us have an indiſpenſible Publick 
Duty, and all of us (where ſuch Duty 
does not require ſuch Reſtriction) have the 
Right of Free Subjects, of chooſing our 
Habitation in whatever Part of His Ma- 
Jeſty's Dominions we ſhall eſteem moſt con- 
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my 


45 our Abede in this «Con 
cipal Member of our Britiſh 


$be} 30 — 


the Reſidence of our cen Sg 


We have ever ſhewn the utmoſt Readi- 
neſs in contributing with the reft df our 
Fellow - Subjects, in any legal and equal 
Method, to the Exigencies of the Publick 
Service, and to the Support of His Ma- 
_ jeſty's Government. 2 | 


Wr have ever Vorne a Cordial, _ 
not an Excluſive Regard, to the 8 0 57 
reſt of Ireland, and to, all its Rigk its and 
Liberties ; To none of which we t bine our 
Reſidence in Great Britain, to be in f the 
leaſt prejudicial, but rather the Means! i in 
very many Caſes, of affording them a 
timely and effectual Support. | 

Wx cannot avoid conſidering this Scheme 
as in the higheſt Degree injurious. to, the 
Welfare of that Kingdom, as well as of 
this; its manifeſt Tendency is to leſſen all 
Landed Property there, to put Reſtrictions 
upon it, unknown' in any Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions; and, as far as we can 
| find, without Parallel in any civilized Coun, 


try. 


2 — — — 


: 1 
try. It leads direQly to a Separation of 
theſe Kingdoms in Intereſt and Anon, | 
contrary to the ſtanding Policy of our 
ceſtors, which has been, at every Period? 
and particularly at the Glotious Revolution, 


inſeparably to connect them by every Tie 
both of Affection and Intereſt. 


WI apply to your Lordſhip in porticu- 


lar: This is intended as a Mode of Publick 


Safety; and as we conceive the Treaſury of 


Treland, as well as that of England, is in 


a great Meaſure within your Lordſhip's De- 
partment ; we flatter ourſelves we ſhall not 
be. refuſed authentick Information concern- 
ing a Matter in which we are ſo nearly. 


concerned ; ; that if the Scheme which we 


Nate to your Lordſhip doth exiſt, we may 
be enabled to purſue every legal Method of 


Oppoſition to a Project, in every Light, un- 
Juſt and impolitick. 


We have ihe Honor to be 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble e 
1 1 Jon, 


 Oftob. 16, 1773. 


DEVONSHIRE 
2 ROCKINGHAM, 
' © BESBOROUGH. 
MILTON, + 
UPPER GSSORT. 
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From Lord Nox TH to the Duke of 


DEVONSHIRE. 


Buſhy-Park, Oct. 18, 1773. 
My Lok p, N 


HAD Yeſterday the Honor of receiving 

a Letter, ſigned by your Grace, and the 
Lords, Rockingham, Beſborungb, Milton, and 
Upper Offory. As it. does not relate parti- 
cularly to me, but concerns equally others 
of His Majeſty's Servants, I cannot with 
Propriety return my Anſwer before IJ have 
communicated the Contents of it to them, 
which I will take the firſt Opportunity of 
doing. I am perſuaded that your Grace and 
the other Lords will excuſe this unavoid- 


able Delay, and have the Honor to be with 
the greateſt ReſpeR, 


My Lord, 
| Your Grace's 
Moſt faithful humble Servant, | 


— 


NORTH. 


— 
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Fron Lord Non TH to the Duke of 
Prvoxs IRI. 


Downing- Street, Ocf. 21, 1773. 
* Lox, 


OUR Grace and the Lords nn = 
ham, Beſboroug B, Milton, and 85. 
72 having, in your Letter of the 16th, 
defired authentic Information. concerning a 


Project of propoſing to the Parliament of 
Treland, a Tax upon the Landed Property 
of ſuch Perſons whoſe ordinary Refidence 


is out of that Kingdom.—1 will endeavour 


to ſtate, in 2 few Words, what has paſſed 


upon the Subject. 


Is * Courſe of the 9 the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland ſent over ſeveral pro- 
poſitions for reſtoring the Credit, providing 
for the Debts, and putting upon a proper 
Footing, the Finances of that Kingdom; 


at the ſame Time he informed His Majeſty's 


Servants here, that he had reaſon to believe, 
that among other Modes of Supply, there 
would probably be a Tax of the Nature 
mentioned in your Grace's Letter. 
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Tu Anſwer which was returned to His 
Excellency, by thoſe of His Majeſty's 
Servants, to whom this Communication was 
made, was to the following Effect; that 
if the Lriſb Parliament ſhould ſend over to 
England ſuch a Plan, as ſhould appear to 
be well calculated to give Effectual Relief 
to Ireland, in its preſent Diſtreſs, theit 
Opinion would be, that it ought to be car- 
ried into Execution; although the Tax 
upon Abſentees ſhould be à Part of it, 


— 


IBO Leave to trouble your Grace to 
communicate this Information to the other 
Lords, and have the Honor to be with 
great Reſpect, | 


&c; &c. &. 


NORTH. 


Circular 
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Circular Letter. 


Am deſired by the Duke of Devonſhire, 
Lord Beſborough, Lord Upper Offory, and 
Lord Milton, to communicate to you the 
.incloſed Papers which contain what has 
paſſed between us and His Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters upon the Information we had receiv- 
ed of a partial Land Tax, which is calculat- 
ed, to affect only thoſe who do not com- 
monly reſide in that Kingdom. 


Wr thought it proper to apply to Lord 
North in otder to authenticate our Intelli. 
gence, and to lay a proper Ground for a 
future Proceeding on this Subject, it was 
thought reſpectful to Government not to 
give too eaſy a Credit to the Report of ſo 
very extraordinary a Procedure. 


I x appeared neceſſary to loſe no Time in 
ſtating our Objections, that we might give 
the Miniſtry here an Opportunity of recon- 
ſidering the Matter before it ſhould be o- 
penly countenanced by the King's Servants 
in Ireland. 


* 91 . 


2 8 N Lonxn 


Lok North's ſecand Art to dur 
Letter contains an explicit Avowal of the 
Deſign ; it is coloured over with the uſual 
Pretences of ſupplying the Revenue, and 
reſtoring Public Credit; but, if the ordi- 
nary Revenue of Ireland, by any Manage- 
ment, is become now, in the Time of pro- 
found. Peace, ſo unequal to the Support of 
the Eſtabliſhments as to require extraor- 
dinary Aids, we cannot conceive that the 
Neceſſity of New Taxes can furniſh a Rea» 
ſon for impoſing ſuch ag are unjuſt. 


Tr Tr: Parliament meets again on the 
23th of this Month. Many Gentlemen gf 
Conſideration for their Intereſt and Abili- 
ties will oppole this Project in Ireland, but 
with the previous Countenance it has re- 
ceived here, it is to be apprehended that 
their Oppoſition may prove ineffectual, 
and that the Tax Bill may be tranſmitted 
to England before the End of November. 


Tax Oppoſition therefore, in order to 
be effectual muſt be early, and it muſt be 
made in England as well as in Ireland. We 
have a Right to be heard by our Counſel. 
againſt this Meaſure, and may oppoſe it in 
every Stage of its Progreſs before the Privy- 
Council here. 


— 


It 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Middle of November. ; 


future Steps that may be taken in this un- 


deive proper Notice of the preciſe Time and 
Place that ſhall be thought e for 
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Ty is therefore wiſhed that a general Meet- 
ing of thoſe wha are moſt immediately con- 
cerned may be held in Londen about the 


You ſhalt undoubtedly | be informed of a any 


yrecedented Plan of Taxation, and ſhall re- 


the Meetin + 


1 ans hs Honor to ba 
Your moſt obedient 


bumble. Servant 


